NOTES
I THE BACCHANAL OF ALEXANDER
when Alexander the Great ascended the throne of Macedon after
the murder of his father Philip in 336 b.c., he turned at once to
the completion of his father's unfinished conquests. In the
twelve years that followed, he not only conquered almost all of
the known world, but explored new lands in Asia, overrunning
them as he went. He avenged Greece by overthrowing the
Persian Empire (331 b.c.) and pressed forward into the unknown
heart of Asia, where he founded cities many of which were named
Alexandria in his honour. He crossed the Hindu Kush moun-
tains into India (328 b,c.) and there won fresh victories. But hia
armies were sated with success and in 325 Alexander returned
homewards. For three months the army dragged its way through
the desert of Gedrosia, treeless, waterless wastes of soft sand that
made marching intolerable. More men were lost here than in all
the battles. At length the rich plains of Carmama were reached,
with boundless rejoicings that the horrors of Gedrosia were
passed. Alexander by now was showing a slackening of his
moral fibre and gave himself up to all the excesses of Asiatic
luxury, till by a chance word his old ardours were roused again
and he showed some of the old heroic spirit which had caused him
to be hailed a god, of the lineage of Jupiter Ammon.
1. 2. Cannanian Vale : a province of the Persian Empire, east
of the Tigris, and very fertile in comparison with the adjoining
desert of Gedrosia.
1. 16. Eastern desert dumb : the " hideous wastes of Gedrosia,"
west of the mountains of Baluchistan and bordered by the Gulf of
Oman, described in 11. 52-8.
1. 30. Bacchus : the god of wine and revelry, known to the
Greeks as Dionysus. Mr, Binyon quotes, at the head of his ode,
the following passage from Arrian, the Greek historian:—" Alex-
ander, returning from his Indian Conquests, having with infinite
difficulty brought his army through the salt deserts of Gedrosia,
arrived at the pleasant country of the Carmaniana. Some authors
tell us, that reclining with his friends upon two chariots chained

